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BISHOP ADDS LI HELICOPTER NOISE PROVISIONS 

TO FAA BILL 
 
Washington, DC—Responding to rising complaints from Long Islanders about widespread 
disturbance from helicopter noise, this week Congressman Tim Bishop (NY-1) successfully 
amended the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Reauthorization Act to instruct the FAA to 
study helicopter flights over Long Island.  The study will address specific areas, such as 
establishing fixed routes and altitudes for helicopters, in order to address noise and safety 
concerns. The House passed the FAA bill today by a vote of 267 to 151. The bill now moves to 
the Senate, where Senator Charles Schumer has drafted a similar provision to reduce helicopter 
noise. 
 
“Suffolk County residents are tired of the roar of helicopters disrupting the serenity of our island, 
and frankly, so am I,” said Bishop, a member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee.  “Right now, it feels like there are two sets of parkways: one on our roads, the other 
over our homes.  That is unacceptable.  This is an important quality-of-life issue, and so I have 
directed the FAA to take action.” 
 
In the early 1980s, the FAA discontinued a regulatory solution to limit helicopter noise in favor 
of a self-policing policy.  In the years since that voluntary noise abatement practice was 
implemented, it has proven increasingly ineffective as the number of helicopters traveling over 
Long Island has increased.  Bishop's amendment states that the study must be submitted to 
Congress within six months of enactment of the legislation.   
  
“This study is a necessary first step towards the goal of reducing helicopter noise over Long 
Island,” Bishop said.  “While I appreciate that some helicopter pilots make an effort to reduce 
noise levels over our communities, there are simply too many repeat offenders for this matter to 
continue to go unregulated.” 
 
In addition, Bishop added language earlier this year to the same FAA Reauthorization Act to 
direct the agency to finalize and implement a final regulation requiring the installation of fuel 
tank inerting systems on transport aircraft by the end of the year. Eleven years ago, the crash of 
TWA Flight 800 off the coast of eastern Long Island was caused by a fuel tank explosion and 
claimed the lives of all 230 passengers and crew.  After one of the most expensive investigations 
in aviation history, the FAA still has not implemented regulations requiring airlines to upgrade 
their existing fleet of over 3,800 commercial airplanes with available, life-saving technology 
known as fuel tank inerting systems, which could prevent future aviation catastrophes. 
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REMINDER: Tomorrow, Friday, September 21, at 11:30 AM, Congressman Bishop will hold a 
press conference call about the passage of the FAA Reauthorization Act and his amendments 
directing the FAA to study helicopter flights over Long Island and to implement a final 
regulation requiring the installation of fuel tank inerting systems on transport aircraft by the end 
of the year.  
 
What: LI Press Conference Call about FAA Reauthorization Act 
When: Friday, September 21, at 11:30 AM 
Conference Call Phone Number: 1-888-790-1947 
Conference Call Participant Passcode: 50977 
  
The Bishop helicopter provision in the Manager’s Amendment of the FAA Reauthorization Act 
follows: 
 
SEC. 819. HELICOPTER OPERATIONS OVER LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK. 
(a) STUDY.—The Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration shall conduct a study 
on helicopter operations over Long Island, New York. 
 
(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study, the Administrator shall examine, at a minimum, the 
following: 

(1) The effect of helicopter operations on residential areas, including— 
(A) safety issues relating to helicopter operations; 
(B) noise levels relating to helicopter operations and ways to abate the noise 
levels; and 
(C) any other issue relating to helicopter operations on residential areas. 

(2) The feasibility of diverting helicopters from residential areas. 
(3) The feasibility of creating specific air lanes for helicopter operations. 
(4) The feasibility of establishing altitude limits for helicopter operations. 
 

(c) EXCEPTIONS.—Any determination under this section on the feasibility of establishing 
limitations or restrictions for helicopter operations over Long Island, New York, shall not apply 
to helicopters performing operations for news organizations, the military, law enforcement, or 
providers of emergency services. 
 
(d) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to interfere with the Federal Aviation Administration’s authority to ensure the safe and 
efficient use of the national airspace system. 
 
(e) REPORT.—Not later than 6 months after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator shall submit to Congress a report on the results of the study, including information 
and recommendations concerning the issues examined under subsection (b). 
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